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INTRODUCTION 
 

The Montclair School District is dedicated to educational excellence for each and every child. In partnership with parents and the 
community, the schools will maximize academic and artistic achievement, and develop confident students who are accountable for 
their ongoing learning, who value initiative and diversity, who achieve the requirements of the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content 
Standards at all grade levels and who are able to contribute meaningfully to the ever-changing global society. 
 
The philosophy and vision of the Montclair World Languages curriculum is to expose each student to the joy of understanding the 
language and culture of other communities.  Students will acquire sufficient vocabulary and knowledge of linguistic structures to 
enable them to communicate with others in an oral and written manner.  In addition, students will increase the development of their 
native language since the acquisition of a second language at an early age contributes to and promotes listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing skills in general. 
 
The Montclair Public School District is committed to seeing that all students develop the necessary skills to support this vision.  After 
completing a strong series of language study, students will be able to: 
 
• Learn new vocabulary framed in contextual thematic units 
• Use circumlocution to express meaning when they lack vocabulary terms for new ideas  
• Move progressively from acquiring very simple structures of subject and verb to acquiring richer expressions by using adjectives, 

adverbs, and complements 
• Use background knowledge to build second language fluency by considering themes and topics already seen in their basic classes 

(mathematics, science, social studies, and language arts) 
• Write and perform stories and mini-plays in the target language 
• Learn the culture and traditions of the native speakers’ countries at the same time that they are learning the language 
• Read age-appropriate authentic, original material written by natives for natives, as well as familiar texts translated from English 
• Become better citizens by developing a global concept of the world, respecting cultural differences, and fostering acceptance of 

peoples from other cultures. 
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STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 
 
The advent of technology has made our planet a small, interdependent community in which it now takes only seconds to communicate 
with others around the world.  Along with the immediate access to far off places comes the necessity to engage in meaningful dialog 
with speakers of many languages.  It is our belief that the children of the Montclair Public Schools will be well served by the 
acquisition of a second or third language.  Children who study a second language learn that different cultures exist with legitimate 
realities that shape who they are, how they live, what they do and why.  In addition to the ability to effectively communicate with 
others around the world, the study of a world language will help children to become flexible thinkers, creative problem-solvers, and 
human beings who have a better appreciation and understanding of cultural differences and similarities that enrich society. 
 
Studies of the brain, and the research of linguists and educators, show that the study of a second language enables children to better 
understand and utilize their own language.  In addition, second language acquisition enhances one’s ability to see connections between 
the various disciplines by incorporating mathematics, language arts literacy, social studies, science, visual and performing arts, and 
health and physical education into the language classroom.   
 
Research further indicates that when language acquisition begins before age eight and continues through the school years, native-like 
proficiency is attainable (Genessee, 1987, Lipton, 1992, Met, Anderson, Brega, and Rhodes 1983).  Therefore, it is our belief as world 
language educators that the study of a second language should begin as early as kindergarten.  The concept of uninterrupted study 
conforms to the requirements of the NJCCCS. 
 
At the age of ten, according to the research of Piaget, Lambert and others, students are in the process of moving from egocentricity to 
reciprocity, and information is eagerly received.  Acquisition of a second language helps children gain insight into the uniqueness of 
all cultures, and develop the personal skills needed to interact with diverse groups in a global community.  Children will be more apt 
to embrace differences; cultural content is integrated throughout the program, reflects multi-ethnic diversity within language groups, 
and gives an accurate view of everyday life. 
 
The philosophy and goals of the Montclair World Language Curriculum are philosophically aligned with the guiding principles of the 
NJCCCS for World Languages.  The curriculum is designed to reinforce the skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
presented in a developmentally appropriate manner.  The units of study and the activities included are designed to provide a 
stimulating and enjoyable experience in the target language.  The thematic concepts taught follow the natural way in which children 
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acquire their first language through imitation, repetition, and a multi-sensory approach to learning patterns of speech.  Learning a 
second language taps the child’s natural developmental ability to imitate native speakers and to enjoy a sense of accomplishment that 
comes from learning.  
 

PROGRAM GOALS ACCORDING TO THEMATIC UNITS 
 
 
Unit 1:  Global Challenges 
 
Sub Themes:  Economic issues, Environmental Issues, Health issues, Nutrition and Food safety. 
Overview: This unit will include a comparison of the American and French health systems, as well as the importance of eating healthy 
food. We start with the overview of stereotypes and their effect on people.  Then we discuss slang and learn idiomatic expressions and 
discuss tolerance, racism and human rights. We discuss environmental issues and how to preserve nature. We will  brainstorm the 
political structures and issues in France and the U.S. Students exercise their language skills (speaking, listening, writing, and reading) 
through the three modes of communication (Interpretive Mode, Interpersonal Mode, and Presentational Mode)  
 
 
Unit 2:  Science and Technology 
 
Sub Themes:  Ethical Questions, Future Technologies, the New Media, Social Impact of Technology 
Overview: This unit includes a lesson on French inventions and discoveries. We start by sharing the students' knowledge and 
awareness of technology through the use of a questionnaire. We discuss the ethical issues linked to technology and the impact of 
social networks on young people's lives. Students exercise their language skills (speaking, listening, writing, and reading) through the 
three modes of communication (Interpretive Mode, Interpersonal Mode, and Presentational Mode) 
 
 
Unit 3:  Contemporary Life 
 
Sub Themes:  Advertising and Marketing, Education, Holidays and Celebrations, Housing and Shelter, Professions, Travel. 
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Overview: This unit allows students to discuss the different aspects of a student's life  in order to compare their own lives with their 
challenges with their classmates and people from other cultures in order to define their perspective on what constitutes “qualité de 
vie”. On a broader spectrum, we will also read about and discuss educational issues and review and compare the French education 
system with the American system, as well as student's schedules and vacations and holidays. Students exercise their language skills 
(speaking, listening, writing, and reading) through the three modes of communication (Interpretive Mode, Interpersonal Mode, and 
Presentational Mode) 
 
 
Unit 4:  Personal and Public Identities 
 
Sub Themes:  Alienation & Assimilation; Beliefs & Values, Language and Identity, Multiculturalism, Nationalism/Patriotism 
Overview: We start by brainstorming stereotypes of various cultures, their origins, and students' knowledge about the target culture. 
Students exercise their language skills (speaking, listening, writing, and reading) through the three modes of communication 
(Interpretive Mode, Interpersonal Mode, and Presentational Mode) 
 
 
Unit 5: Families and Communities  
 
Sub Themes:  Childhood and Adolescence, Customs and Ceremonies, Family Structures, Friendship and Love. 
Overview: Brainstorming family vocabulary and relationships (friendship and love).Students exercise their language skills (speaking, 
listening, writing, and reading) through the three modes of communication (Interpretive Mode, Interpersonal Mode, and Presentational 
Mode) 

 
 
Unit 6: Beauty and Aesthetics  

 
Sub Themes:  Ideals of beauty, Music, Performing Arts 
Overview: This theme includes a lesson on some of the most famous artists, musicians, films, literature in French and Francophone 
countries. Students exercise their language skills (speaking, listening, writing, and reading) through the three modes of communication 
(Interpretive Mode, Interpersonal Mode, and Presentational Mode) 
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GENERAL OVERVIEW 

 
 

“Language and communication are at the heart of the human experience.  The United States must educate students who 
are linguistically and culturally equipped to communicate successfully in a pluralistic American society and abroad.  This 
imperative envisions a future in which ALL students will develop and maintain proficiency in English and at least one 
other language, modern or classical.”   
           
  (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages-National Standards for Foreign Language Education) 
 
 
The French Programs in the Montclair Public Schools focus on the acquisition of communication skills and cultural 
knowledge.  They encompass the N.J.C.C. Standards, which address the need to prepare all students for an interdependent 
world. Our program addresses Standard 7.1, “All Students will be able to use a world language in addition to English to engage 
in meaningful conversation, to understand and interpret spoken and written language, and to present information, concepts, and 
ideas, while also gaining an understanding of the perspectives of other cultures.  Through language study, they will make 
connections with other content areas, compare the language and culture studied with their own, and participate in home and 
global communities.”  This standard includes the interpretive, interpersonal and presentational mode of communication.  

 
French V AP Honors is designed to train students in the interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational aspects of communication. 
The six themes of the AP French Language and Culture course are: Global Challenges, Science and Technology, Contemporary Life, 
Personal and Public Identities, Families and Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics.  
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SECTION II 
 

Course Description 
 

French V AP Honors is a full-year course for Montclair High. The AP French Language and Culture course is intended for students 
in their fifth year of study of French. It is designed to enable advanced learners of French to become competent in interpersonal, 
interpretive, and presentational communication within the meaningful study of six course themes: Global Challenges, Science and 
Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal and Public Identities, Families and Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics.   Students 
who enroll in this course should already have a good command of the grammar and considerable competence in listening, reading, 
speaking and writing.  The course guides the students to explore culture and events in both the contemporary and historical settings 
and to examine products and practices of the target culture with regards to their perspectives. By integrating the basic four language 
learning components, the students will broaden and yet refine their writing skills, their listening comprehension, and their verbal 
communication throughout the various themes, using several primary textbooks and other authentic materials and resources. French is 
used exclusively in the classroom by both teacher and students. 
 
 
 

Thematic Units for French V AP 
This course will consist of 6 units. 

 
• Unit 1: Global Challenges / Les défis mondiaux 
• Unit 2 : Science and Technology / La science et la technologie  
• Unit 3: Contemporary Life / La vie contemporaine  
• Unit 4: Personal and Public Identities/ La quête de soi 
• Unit 5: Families and Communities – La famille et la communeauté 
• Unit 6 : Beauty and Aesthetics / L'esthétique  
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Unit 1: Global Challenges 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understanding Essential Question 

7.1.NM.A.1   
7.1.NM.A.2 
7.1.NM.A.3 
7.1.NM.B.1   
7.1.NM.C.1   

The course explicitly addresses the Global 
Challenges theme.  
 

• What can you do to protect the environment? Are there 
any preventive measures? Is recycling a way of life? 

• What are basic human rights, when and where are they 
violated and what can we do to protect them? 

 
 

 
 
 

Skills Key Content 
Listening 
Speaking 
Reading 
Writing 

• Define human rights and how to protect them. 
• Describe the French and American governmental systems. 
• Discuss the environmental issues affecting the world today. 

 
 
Assessment:  (Formative and 
Summative) 
 
• Original dialogues 
• Informal teacher observations to 

evaluate student’s responses to 
prompts. 

• AP style assessments. 
• Quizzes 
• Class participation 

Rubrics: 
See below  
 

Key Criteria for Differentiation: 
 
 French V AP Honors is a full-year course 
for Montclair High. The AP French 
Language and Culture course is intended 
for students in their fifth year of study of 
French. It is designed to enable advanced 
learners of French to become competent in 
interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational communication within the 
meaningful study of six course themes: 
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• Performance on teacher-generated 

materials 
 

Global Challenges, Science and 
Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal 
and Public Identities, Families and 
Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics.   
Students who enroll in this course should 
already have a good command of the 
grammar and considerable competence in 
listening, reading, speaking and writing.  
The course guides the students to explore 
culture and events in both the 
contemporary and historical settings and to 
examine products and practices of the 
target culture with regards to their 
perspectives. By integrating the basic four 
language learning components, the students 
will broaden and yet refine their writing 
skills, their listening comprehension, and 
their verbal communication throughout the 
various themes, using several primary 
textbooks and other authentic materials and 
resources. French is used exclusively in the 
classroom by both teacher and students. 
French V AP Honors is a full-year course 
for Montclair High. The AP French 
Language and Culture course is intended 
for students in their fifth year of study of 
French. It is designed to enable advanced 
learners of French to become competent in 
interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational communication within the 
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meaningful study of six course themes: 
Global Challenges, Science and 
Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal 
and Public Identities, Families and 
Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics.   
Students who enroll in this course should 
already have a good command of the 
grammar and considerable competence in 
listening, reading, speaking and writing.  
The course guides the students to explore 
culture and events in both the 
contemporary and historical settings and to 
examine products and practices of the 
target culture with regards to their 
perspectives. By integrating the basic four 
language learning components, the students 
will broaden and yet refine their writing 
skills, their listening comprehension, and 
their verbal communication throughout the 
various themes, using several primary 
textbooks and other authentic materials and 
resources. French is used exclusively in the 
classroom by both teacher and students. 
 
 

Resources: 
 
• Blackboard. 
 
• French movies-DVDs. 

Instructional Strategies / Best practices: 
 
• Students will discuss the importance of 

tolerance. 
• Students will define human rights and 

Enrichment 
 
*Interpersonal Writing: 
• Letter to the Olympic 

committee about performance 
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• Videos. 
 
• Online activities/workbooks. 
 
• Online practice. 
 
• Transparencies. 
 
• Audio 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

how to protect them. 
• Students will describe the French and 

American governmental systems. 
• Students will discuss the environmental 

issues affecting the world today. 
• Students will describe their own health 

and the health of others including life-
threatening health issues and how it is 
viewed by different countries.   

enhancement drugs. 
• Response to an e-mail to the 

school paper-recycling committee 
• Students write a postcard from 

the London Olympic Games, describing 
an event that they have seen. 

 
Presentational Writing: 
• Essay about the reduction of plastic 

waste and how different countries have 
addressed this issue. 

• Poem about the environment, about the 
war. 

• The Declaration of the rights of the 
student. 

• Food critique of a restaurant. 
• Essay about cardiac health. 
Brochure on Médecins Sans Frontières 
 
 
Key Criteria for Identifying Student 
Needs. 
 
Student portfolios, teacher observations, 
communication in the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational) will be the primary criteria 
to identify student needs.  Poor attendance, 
failure to keep a complete and current 
portfolio with all work and homework, and 
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poor execution on communicative tasks 
will be key indicators of their performance. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit 2 : Science and Technology 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understanding Essential Question 

7.1.NM.A.1   
7.1.NM.A.2 
7.1.NM.A.3 
7.1.NM.B.1   
7.1.NM.C.1   

The understanding the role of Science and 
Technology in today’s world.  

 

• In what way does the evolution of science and technology 
touch our lives? 

• Does the government have the right to limit the use of the 
internet, in particular social media? 

 
 
 

Skills Key Content 
Listening 
Speaking 
Reading 
Writing 

• Describe various discoveries or breakthroughs of French 
scientists. 

• Discuss the impact of various social media on a society. 
 

 
Assessment:  (Formative and 
Summative) 

Rubrics: 
See below  

Key Criteria for Differentiation: 
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•  AP style assessments. 
• Original dialogues 
• Informal teacher observations to 

evaluate student’s responses to 
greetings 

• Quizzes 
• Class participation 
• Performance on teacher-generated 

materials 
 

  French V AP Honors is a full-year course 
for Montclair High. The AP French 
Language and Culture course is intended 
for students in their fifth year of study of 
French. It is designed to enable advanced 
learners of French to become competent in 
interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational communication within the 
meaningful study of six course themes: 
Global Challenges, Science and 
Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal 
and Public Identities, Families and 
Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics.   
Students who enroll in this course should 
already have a good command of the 
grammar and considerable competence in 
listening, reading, speaking and writing.  
The course guides the students to explore 
culture and events in both the 
contemporary and historical settings and to 
examine products and practices of the 
target culture with regards to their 
perspectives. By integrating the basic four 
language learning components, the students 
will broaden and yet refine their writing 
skills, their listening comprehension, and 
their verbal communication throughout the 
various themes, using several primary 
textbooks and other authentic materials and 
resources. French is used exclusively in the 
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classroom by both teacher and students. 
French V AP Honors is a full-year course 
for Montclair High. The AP French 
Language and Culture course is intended 
for students in their fifth year of study of 
French. It is designed to enable advanced 
learners of French to become competent in 
interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational communication within the 
meaningful study of six course themes: 
Global Challenges, Science and 
Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal 
and Public Identities, Families and 
Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics.   
Students who enroll in this course should 
already have a good command of the 
grammar and considerable competence in 
listening, reading, speaking and writing.  
The course guides the students to explore 
culture and events in both the 
contemporary and historical settings and to 
examine products and practices of the 
target culture with regards to their 
perspectives. By integrating the basic four 
language learning components, the students 
will broaden and yet refine their writing 
skills, their listening comprehension, and 
their verbal communication throughout the 
various themes, using several primary 
textbooks and other authentic materials and 
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resources. French is used exclusively in the 
classroom by both teacher and students. 
 
 
 

Resources: 
 
• Blackboard. 
 
• French movies-DVDs. 
 
• Videos. 
 
• Online activities/workbooks. 
 
• Online practice. 
 
• Transparencies. 
 
• Audio 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructional Strategies / Best practices: 
 
• Students will describe various 

discoveries or breakthroughs of French 
scientists. 

 
• Students will discuss the impact of 

various social media on a society.  
 
• Students will debate topics such as stem 

cell research or nuclear energy. 
 
 
 

Enrichment 
 
Interpersonal Speaking: 
• Role-plays: Teug-le-forgeron 
 
Presentational Speaking: 
• Students present a French 

discovery/breakthrough such as the 
newest airplanes, facial skin grafts, 
HIV discovery. 

• Research on some scientists and 
their discoveries. 

• Presentation on an invention, 
reality television. 

• Commercial about a new 
invention. 

 
Interpersonal Writing: 
• Mock Twitter or Facebook.  
• Blog on issues like cyber-bullying, 

sexting. 
• Students write responses to editorials in 

French newspaper 
 
Presentational Writing: 
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• Students write a review of a recent 
discovery. 

• Modern-day fable about technologies. 
• Posters about discoveries and 

electronics. 
• Essay about the future of books  
• Story or comic about the effect of 

modern technologies. 
 
 

 
Key Criteria for Identifying Student 
Needs. 
 
Student portfolios, teacher observations, 
communication in the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational) will be the primary criteria 
to identify student needs.  Poor attendance, 
failure to keep a complete and current 
portfolio with all work and homework, and 
poor execution on communicative tasks 
will be key indicators of their performance. 
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Unit 3: Contemporary Life 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understanding Essential Question 

7.1.NM.A.1   
7.1.NM.A.2 
7.1.NM.A.3 
7.1.NM.B.1   
7.1.NM.C.1   

The understanding the Contemporary Life. • What do you find most challenging as a student and 
adolescent? Do young people around the French-speaking 
world have the same issues? 

• What are the elements essential to a good “qualité de 
vie”? 

• Do people from other cultures have the same hopes and 
dreams as you? Do they have the same concerns (finding 
a job, being successful for example)? 

 
 
 

 
 

Skills 

 
 

Key Content 
Listening 
Speaking 
Reading 
Writing 

• Describe various aspects and challenges of contemporary life 
including schooling, sports, hobbies, housing, professions and 
travel. 

• Describe their currents situations (schooling, sports, etc.) and 
future aspirations (profession and travel). 

• Compare and contrast different school systems.  
• Discuss what cultural products influence their lives, such as 

advertising, the internet, social networks and hobbies and sports 
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Assessment:  (Formative and 
Summative) 
 
• Original dialogues 
• Informal teacher observations to 

evaluate student’s responses to 
greetings 

• Quizzes 
• Class participation 
• Performance on teacher-generated 

materials 
 

Rubrics: 
See below  
 

Key Criteria for Differentiation: 
 
 French V AP Honors is a full-year course 
for Montclair High. The AP French 
Language and Culture course is intended 
for students in their fifth year of study of 
French. It is designed to enable advanced 
learners of French to become competent in 
interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational communication within the 
meaningful study of six course themes: 
Global Challenges, Science and 
Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal 
and Public Identities, Families and 
Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics.   
Students who enroll in this course should 
already have a good command of the 
grammar and considerable competence in 
listening, reading, speaking and writing.  
The course guides the students to explore 
culture and events in both the 
contemporary and historical settings and to 
examine products and practices of the 
target culture with regards to their 
perspectives. By integrating the basic four 
language learning components, the students 
will broaden and yet refine their writing 
skills, their listening comprehension, and 
their verbal communication throughout the 
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various themes, using several primary 
textbooks and other authentic materials and 
resources. French is used exclusively in the 
classroom by both teacher and students. 
French V AP Honors is a full-year course 
for Montclair High. The AP French 
Language and Culture course is intended 
for students in their fifth year of study of 
French. It is designed to enable advanced 
learners of French to become competent in 
interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational communication within the 
meaningful study of six course themes: 
Global Challenges, Science and 
Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal 
and Public Identities, Families and 
Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics.   
Students who enroll in this course should 
already have a good command of the 
grammar and considerable competence in 
listening, reading, speaking and writing.  
The course guides the students to explore 
culture and events in both the 
contemporary and historical settings and to 
examine products and practices of the 
target culture with regards to their 
perspectives. By integrating the basic four 
language learning components, the students 
will broaden and yet refine their writing 
skills, their listening comprehension, and 

19 
 



Montclair High School 
FRENCH V AP 10-12 

Montclair Public Schools 
 

their verbal communication throughout the 
various themes, using several primary 
textbooks and other authentic materials and 
resources. French is used exclusively in the 
classroom by both teacher and students. 
       

Resources: 
 
• Blackboard. 
 
• French movies-DVDs. 
 
• Videos. 
 
• Online activities/workbooks. 
 
• Online practice. 
 
• Transparencies. 
 
• Audio 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructional Strategies / Best practices: 
 
• Students will describe various aspects 

and challenges of contemporary life 
including schooling, sports, hobbies, 
housing, professions and travel. 

• Students will describe their currents 
situations (schooling, sports, etc.) and 
future aspirations (profession and 
travel). 

• Students will compare and contrast 
different school systems.  

• Students will discuss what 
cultural products influence their lives, 
such as advertising, the internet, social 
networks and hobbies and sports  

 
 

Enrichment 
 
Interpersonal Speaking: 
• Role-play of job interviews, 

conversation about advertisement, at the 
real-estate agency. 

• Language lab: prompted conversations 
about school or social network. 

• Debate about sports pride. 
 

Presentational Speaking: 
• Presentations about some educational 

issues and education systems from 
other French-speaking cultures. 

• Commercials 
• Comparisons of two commercials. 
• Presentations about “Qualité de vie” or 

“Le Bonheur” in the United States or 
other cultures, sport and church. 

 
Interpersonal Writing: 

• Cover letter for a job application 
• Blog about unemployment, future 

careers, school or the RTT (Réduction 
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du Temps de Travail). 
• Skype or e-mail pen-pals about 

school. 
 
Presentational Writing: 
• Brochure for a French-speaking 

country. 
• Newspaper article about “Le monde du 

travail” of a French-speaking country. 
• Essay comparing the advertising of one 

product, about your ideal place, your 
style, future professions. 

• Travelling journal 
 
Key Criteria for Identifying Student 
Needs. 
 
Student portfolios, teacher observations, 
communication in the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational) will be the primary criteria 
to identify student needs.  Poor attendance, 
failure to keep a complete and current 
portfolio with all work and homework, and 
poor execution on communicative tasks 
will be key indicators of their performance. 
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Unit 4 – Personal and Public Identities 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understanding Essential Question 

7.1.NM.A.1   
7.1.NM.A.2 
7.1.NM.A.3 
7.1.NM.B.1   
7.1.NM.C.1   

The educational system and student life in France. 
 

• What is a stereotype? Where do they come from? 
• What does “personal identity” mean? 
• How do ethnic groups contribute to society? What is 

integration? 
 

 
 

 
 

Skills 

 
 

Key Content 
Listening 
Speaking 
Reading 
Writing 

• Discuss the role of language (including slang) not just as a 
means of communication, but as a cultural identity. 

• Discuss the role of various ethnic groups in different French-
speaking countries, as well as their own, and what they 
contribute to a given society (this includes a historical 
perspective on colonization and contemporary immigration).  

• Discuss the role of cultural identity and compare it to 
nationalism and patriotism 

 
Assessment:  (Formative and 
Summative) 
•  AP style assessments. 
• Original dialogues 
• Informal teacher observations to 

evaluate student’s responses to 

Rubrics: 
See below  
 

Key Criteria for Differentiation: 
 
 French V AP Honors is a full-year course 
for Montclair High. The AP French 
Language and Culture course is intended 
for students in their fifth year of study of 
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greetings 
• Quizzes 
• Class participation 
• Performance on teacher-generated 

materials 
 

French. It is designed to enable advanced 
learners of French to become competent in 
interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational communication within the 
meaningful study of six course themes: 
Global Challenges, Science and 
Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal 
and Public Identities, Families and 
Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics.   
Students who enroll in this course should 
already have a good command of the 
grammar and considerable competence in 
listening, reading, speaking and writing.  
The course guides the students to explore 
culture and events in both the 
contemporary and historical settings and to 
examine products and practices of the 
target culture with regards to their 
perspectives. By integrating the basic four 
language learning components, the students 
will broaden and yet refine their writing 
skills, their listening comprehension, and 
their verbal communication throughout the 
various themes, using several primary 
textbooks and other authentic materials and 
resources. French is used exclusively in the 
classroom by both teacher and students. 
French V AP Honors is a full-year course 
for Montclair High. The AP French 
Language and Culture course is intended 
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for students in their fifth year of study of 
French. It is designed to enable advanced 
learners of French to become competent in 
interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational communication within the 
meaningful study of six course themes: 
Global Challenges, Science and 
Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal 
and Public Identities, Families and 
Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics.   
Students who enroll in this course should 
already have a good command of the 
grammar and considerable competence in 
listening, reading, speaking and writing.  
The course guides the students to explore 
culture and events in both the 
contemporary and historical settings and to 
examine products and practices of the 
target culture with regards to their 
perspectives. By integrating the basic four 
language learning components, the students 
will broaden and yet refine their writing 
skills, their listening comprehension, and 
their verbal communication throughout the 
various themes, using several primary 
textbooks and other authentic materials and 
resources. French is used exclusively in the 
classroom by both teacher and students. 
        

Resources: Instructional Strategies / Best practices: Enrichment 
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• Blackboard. 
 
• French movies-DVDs. 
 
• Videos. 
 
• Online activities/workbooks. 
 
• Online practice. 
 
• Transparencies. 
 
• Audio 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Students will analyze the judgments they 

and other people have about other 
nationalities as well as their own. 

• Students will discuss the role of 
language (including slang) not just as a 
means of communication, but as a 
cultural identity.  

• Students will discuss the role of various 
ethnic groups in different French-
speaking countries, as well as their own, 
and what they contribute to a given 
society (this includes a historical 
perspective on colonization and 
contemporary immigration).  

Students will discuss the role of cultural 
identity and compare it to nationalism 
and patriotism  

 
 

 
Interpersonal Speaking: 
• Language Lab: recording in pairs of 

a prompted conversation like in the AP 
exam format about multiculturalism and 
nationalism. 

• Role-play: cafe meeting using 
slang, situation about racism, about 
appearances which can be deceiving. 

• Skype -if available- with pen-pals: 
discussion about their personal identity. 

 
Presentational Speaking: 
Presentations of a specific nationality's 
stereotypes, including their origins and 
what we can do to eliminate them.  
 
Interpersonal Writing: 
• Blog answers to discussion 

questions such as stereotypes, 
nationalism and patriotism (Examples: 
How is one's identity determined by 
both cultural heritage and current 
circumstances?  

• Letter/e-mail writing: students must 
write an advice letter addressing a 
student's problem, incorporating 
subjunctive expressions.  

 
Presentational Writing: 
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• Autobiography to introduce 
themselves and present what they think 
constitutes their identity. 

• In-class essay. 
• Facebook page 

 
 
 
 
Key Criteria for Identifying Student 
Needs. 
 
Student portfolios, teacher observations, 
communication in the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational) will be the primary criteria 
to identify student needs.  Poor attendance, 
failure to keep a complete and current 
portfolio with all work and homework, and 
poor execution on communicative tasks 
will be key indicators of their performance. 
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Unit 5: Families and Communities 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understanding Essential Question 

7.1.NM.A.1   
7.1.NM.A.2 
7.1.NM.A.3 
7.1.NM.B.1   
7.1.NM.C.1   
 

The course explicitly addresses the Families and 
Communities theme. 

• What is the definition of “family”? 
•  What is considered “modern” and “traditional” in terms 

of family?  
• What is the PACS (Pacte Civil de Solidarité)? 

 

 
 

 
 

Skills 

 
 

Key Content 
Listening 
Speaking 
Reading 
Writing 

• Describe their families and others. 
• Discuss traditional and modern families, what constitutes a 

family and contrast today's family structures with those of the 
19th and early 20th century. 

• Describe and discuss different customs and ceremonies in their 
cultures and others. 

  
 
Assessment:  (Formative and 
Summative) 
•  AP style assessments. 
• Original dialogues 
• Informal teacher observations to 

evaluate student’s responses to 
greetings 

Rubrics: 
See below  
 

Key Criteria for Differentiation: 
 
 French V AP Honors is a full-year course 
for Montclair High. The AP French 
Language and Culture course is intended 
for students in their fifth year of study of 
French. It is designed to enable advanced 
learners of French to become competent in 
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• Quizzes 
• Class participation 
• Performance on teacher-generated 

materials 
 

interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational communication within the 
meaningful study of six course themes: 
Global Challenges, Science and 
Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal 
and Public Identities, Families and 
Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics.   
Students who enroll in this course should 
already have a good command of the 
grammar and considerable competence in 
listening, reading, speaking and writing.  
The course guides the students to explore 
culture and events in both the 
contemporary and historical settings and to 
examine products and practices of the 
target culture with regards to their 
perspectives. By integrating the basic four 
language learning components, the students 
will broaden and yet refine their writing 
skills, their listening comprehension, and 
their verbal communication throughout the 
various themes, using several primary 
textbooks and other authentic materials and 
resources. French is used exclusively in the 
classroom by both teacher and students. 
French V AP Honors is a full-year course 
for Montclair High. The AP French 
Language and Culture course is intended 
for students in their fifth year of study of 
French. It is designed to enable advanced 
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learners of French to become competent in 
interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational communication within the 
meaningful study of six course themes: 
Global Challenges, Science and 
Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal 
and Public Identities, Families and 
Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics.   
Students who enroll in this course should 
already have a good command of the 
grammar and considerable competence in 
listening, reading, speaking and writing.  
The course guides the students to explore 
culture and events in both the 
contemporary and historical settings and to 
examine products and practices of the 
target culture with regards to their 
perspectives. By integrating the basic four 
language learning components, the students 
will broaden and yet refine their writing 
skills, their listening comprehension, and 
their verbal communication throughout the 
various themes, using several primary 
textbooks and other authentic materials and 
resources. French is used exclusively in the 
classroom by both teacher and students. 
 
 
 
        

29 
 



Montclair High School 
FRENCH V AP 10-12 

Montclair Public Schools 
 
Resources: 
 
• Blackboard. 
 
• French movies-DVDs. 
 
• Videos. 
 
• Online activities/workbooks. 
 
• Online practice. 
 
• Transparencies. 
 
• Audio 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructional Strategies / Best practices: 
 
• Students will describe their families and 

others. 
• Students will discuss traditional and 

modern families, what constitutes a 
family and contrast today's family 
structures with those of the 19th and early 
20th century. 

• Students will discuss how they were 
raised.  

• Students describe and discuss different 
customs and ceremonies in their cultures 
and others.  

 

Enrichment 
 
Interpersonal Speaking: 
• Role-playing: of a family dinner or a 

family game show. 
• Dating game. 

 
Presentational Speaking: 
• Recording about their families and 

family traditions. 
• Presentation about family values or 

famous historical families. 
 
Interpersonal Writing: 
• Students blog on a variety of family 

topics such as the generation gap, 
curfew, le PACS, etc  

• E-mail and/or Skype with pen-pals to 
discuss the current themes. 

• Students write a letter to a family 
member in the future about what they 
have done now that they are 30 years 
older. 

 
Presentational Writing: 

• Description of a personal tradition 
or childhood memory. 

• In-class essay. 
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Key Criteria for Identifying Student 
Needs. 
 
Student portfolios, teacher observations, 
communication in the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational) will be the primary criteria 
to identify student needs.  Poor attendance, 
failure to keep a complete and current 
portfolio with all work and homework, and 
poor execution on communicative tasks 
will be key indicators of their performance. 
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Unit 6: Beauty and Aesthetics 
Learning Goal 
NJCCCS & CPI 

Enduring Understanding Essential Question 

7.1.NM.A.1   
7.1.NM.A.2 
7.1.NM.A.3 
7.1.NM.B.1   
7.1.NM.C.1   

A comprehension of Beauty and Aesthetics. • What would be your “âge d'or”? 
• Do you think that models represent the ideal beauty? 
• What do you think of patriotism in fashion? 
• Do you believe in reincarnation? What is déjà-vu? 

 
 
 

 
 

Skills 

 
 

Key Content 
Listening 
Speaking 
Reading 
Writing 

• Describe various art products (film, painting, books) and 
their preferences. 

• Discuss the various well-known Francophone artists, 
musicians, actors, etc. 

• Discuss what beauty is according to the centuries. 
• Discuss what art is and its role in a society. 

  
 
Assessment:  (Formative and 
Summative) 
•  AP style assessments. 
• Original dialogues 
• Informal teacher observations to 

evaluate student’s responses to 
greetings 

• Quizzes 

Rubrics: 
See below  
 

Key Criteria for Differentiation: 
 
 French V AP Honors is a full-year course 
for Montclair High. The AP French 
Language and Culture course is intended 
for students in their fifth year of study of 
French. It is designed to enable advanced 
learners of French to become competent in 
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• Class participation 
• Performance on teacher-generated 

materials 
 

interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational communication within the 
meaningful study of six course themes: 
Global Challenges, Science and 
Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal 
and Public Identities, Families and 
Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics.   
Students who enroll in this course should 
already have a good command of the 
grammar and considerable competence in 
listening, reading, speaking and writing.  
The course guides the students to explore 
culture and events in both the 
contemporary and historical settings and to 
examine products and practices of the 
target culture with regards to their 
perspectives. By integrating the basic four 
language learning components, the students 
will broaden and yet refine their writing 
skills, their listening comprehension, and 
their verbal communication throughout the 
various themes, using several primary 
textbooks and other authentic materials and 
resources. French is used exclusively in the 
classroom by both teacher and students. 
French V AP Honors is a full-year course 
for Montclair High. The AP French 
Language and Culture course is intended 
for students in their fifth year of study of 
French. It is designed to enable advanced 
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learners of French to become competent in 
interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational communication within the 
meaningful study of six course themes: 
Global Challenges, Science and 
Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal 
and Public Identities, Families and 
Communities, and Beauty and Aesthetics.   
Students who enroll in this course should 
already have a good command of the 
grammar and considerable competence in 
listening, reading, speaking and writing.  
The course guides the students to explore 
culture and events in both the 
contemporary and historical settings and to 
examine products and practices of the 
target culture with regards to their 
perspectives. By integrating the basic four 
language learning components, the students 
will broaden and yet refine their writing 
skills, their listening comprehension, and 
their verbal communication throughout the 
various themes, using several primary 
textbooks and other authentic materials and 
resources. French is used exclusively in the 
classroom by both teacher and students. 
 
 
 

Resources: Instructional Strategies / Best practices: Enrichment 
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• Blackboard. 
 
• French movies-DVDs. 
 
• Videos. 
 
• Online activities/workbooks. 
 
• Online practice. 
 
• Transparencies. 
 
• Audio 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Students will describe various art 

products (film, painting, books) and their 
preferences. 

• Students will discuss the various well-
know Francophone artists, musicians, 
actors, etc. 

• Students will discuss what beauty is 
according to the centuries. 

• Students will discuss what art is and its 
role in a society  

 
  
 
 

Interpersonal Speaking: 
• Role-play of a modern-day fable based 

on Le Corbeau et le Renard. 
• Debates on aspects of art, such as 

violence in movies, censorship, etc.  
 

Presentational Speaking: 
• Power-Point presentations on beauty 

through centuries and/or beauty 
throughout different cultures. 

• Reporter on the red carpet at the 
Festival of Cannes. 

• Presentations on French painting or 
song. 

 
Interpersonal Writing: 

• E-mail to Carla Bruni about her life 
as a first lady, does she miss her life 
as a singer? 

• Blog on masculine beauty: what do 
you think of the “metrosexual” man? 

• Blog on the role of art in their lives 
and in society.  

 
Presentational Writing: 

• Students write their own fable à la La 
Fontaine. 

• Film review of a French movie. 
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Key Criteria for Identifying Student 
Needs. 
 
Student portfolios, teacher observations, 
communication in the three modes 
(interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational) will be the primary criteria 
to identify student needs.  Poor attendance, 
failure to keep a complete and current 
portfolio with all work and homework, and 
poor execution on communicative tasks 
will be key indicators of their performance. 
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Pacing Guide  

Month New Jersey 
Core 
Curriculum 
Content 
Standards 

Enduring 
Understandings / 
Essential 
Questions 

Instructional 
Objectives/ Skills 

Suggested Activities District 
Programs/Supplem
ental Resources 

Assessments 

September/ 
October/ 

November 
 

Global 
Challenge 

 

7.1.NM.A.1   
7.1.NM.A.2 
7.1.NM.A.3 
7.1.NM.B.1   
7.1.NM.C.1   

• What are the 
financial gains 
of amateur 
athletes vis à 
vis the use of 
performance 
enhancement 
drugs? 

• What do you 
consider to be 
“healthy 
food”? 

• What can you 
do to protect 
the 
environment? 
Are there any 
preventive 
measures? Is 
recycling a 
way of life? 

• What are basic 
human rights, 
when and 

• Discuss the 
importance of 
tolerance. 

• Define human 
rights and how to 
protect them. 

• Describe the 
French and 
American 
governmental 
systems. 

• Discuss the 
environmental 
issues affecting 
the world today. 

• describe their 
own health and 
the health of 
others including 
life-threatening 
health issues and 
how it is viewed 
by different 
countries 

• Role-play: 
cooking 
show, slang, 
articles, about 
tolerance and 
racism. 

• Language 
Lab: 
prompted 
conversation 
about the 
environment. 

• Debate about 
human rights. 

• Survey about 
cafeteria 
food. 

• Letter to the 
Olympic 
committee 
about 
performance 
enhancement 
drugs. 

• World map 
• Teachers created 

online activities: 
• www.Quizlet.com 
• Authentic 

materials and 
video/audio clips. 

• Teacher made 
worksheets  

• See below – 
Section IV  

 

• Journal entry on 
after-school 
activities, the 
past summer and 
a dream vacation. 

• Quiz: Postcard of 
a memorable day 
from childhood.  

• Oral Report on 
French-speaking 
world, the history 
and geography of 
France. 
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where are they 
violated and 
what can we 
do to protect 
them? 
 

 • Response to 
an e-mail to 
the school 
paper-
recycling 
committee 

• Students write 
a postcard 
from the 
London 
Olympic 
Games, 
describing an 
event that they 
have seen. 
 

 
December/ 

January 
 

Science and 
Technology 

 
 

 

7.1.NM.A.1   
7.1.NM.A.2 
7.1.NM.A.3 
7.1.NM.B.1   
7.1.NM.C.1   

• In what way 
does the 
evolution of 
science and 
technology touch 
our lives? 
• Does the 
government have 
the right to limit 
the use of the 
internet, in 
particular social 
media? 
• Are you a 
different person 

• Describe various 
discoveries or 
breakthroughs of 
French scientists. 
• Discuss the 
impact of various 
social media on a 
society. 
 
 

• Students 
present a 
French 
discovery/brea
kthrough such 
as the newest 
airplanes, 
facial skin 
grafts, HIV 
discovery. 
• Research on 
some 
scientists and 
their 
discoveries. 

• World map 
• Teachers created 

online activities: 
• www.Quizlet.com 
• Authentic 

materials and 
video/audio clips. 

• Teacher made 
worksheets  

• See below – 
Section IV  

 

• Journal entry on 
your future plans 
or ideal job. 

• Written Report 
on a profession, 
job interviews. 

• Research an 
occupation and 
interview a 
person in that 
field. 

• Oral Report: 
Advertisement 
for a perfume 
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on a social 
network than in 
real life? 
• How do 
different cultures 
revere their 
scientists? 

 

• Presentation 
on an 
invention, 
reality 
television. 
• Commercial 
about a new 
invention. 
 

 
February/ 

March 
 

Contemporary 
Life  

 

7.1.NM.A.1   
7.1.NM.A.2 
7.1.NM.A.3 
7.1.NM.B.1   
7.1.NM.C.1   

• What do you 
find most 
challenging as a 
student and 
adolescent? Do 
young people 
around the 
French-speaking 
world have the 
same issues? 
• What are the 
elements 
essential to a 
good “qualité de 
vie”? 
• Do people from 
other cultures 
have the same 
hopes and 
dreams as you? 
Do they have the 

• Describe 
various aspects 
and challenges 
of contemporary 
life including 
schooling, 
sports, hobbies, 
housing, 
professions and 
travel. 

• Describe 
currents 
situations 
(schooling, 
sports, etc.) and 
future aspirations 
(profession and 
travel). 

• Compare and 
contrast different 
school systems.  

• Presentations about 
some educational 
issues and education 
systems from other 
French-speaking 
cultures. 
• Commercials 
• Comparisons of two 
commercials 
• Presentations about 
“Qualité de vie” or 
“Le Bonheur” in the 
United States or other 
cultures, sport and 
church. 
 

 

• World map 
• Teachers created 

online activities: 
• www.Quizlet.com 
• Authentic 

materials and 
video/audio clips. 

• Teacher made 
worksheets  

• See below – 
Section IV  

 

• Journal entry on 
your opinion of a 
fairy tale or 
comparison of 
your favorite 
tales. 

• Written Reports: 
on stories, of 
literature from 
the Maghreb. 

• Create French 
news report 
about current 
events in the 
area. 
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same concerns 
(finding a job, 
being successful 
for example)? 
• What is most 
important in your 
life? 
• What is the 
importance of 
vacations in 
French people's 
lives? 

 

• Discuss what 
cultural 
products 
influence their 
lives, such as 
advertising, the 
internet, social 
networks and 
hobbies and 
sports 

 
 
. 

  • What 
is a stereotype? 
Where do they 
come from? 

• What 
does “personal 
identity” 
mean? 

• Do 
you know any 
French slang? 
Is slang the 
same in all the 
French-
speaking 
cultures? What 
are the 

• Analyze the 
judgments they 
and other 
people have 
about other 
nationalities as 
well as their 
own.  

• Discuss the 
role of 
language 
(including 
slang) not just 
as a means of 
communication
, but as a 
cultural 

• Language Lab: 
recording in pairs of a 
prompted conversation 
like in the AP exam 
format about 
multiculturalism and 
nationalism. 
• Role-play: cafe 
meeting using slang, 
situation about racism, 
about appearances 
which can be 
deceiving. 
• Skype -if available- 
with pen-pals: 
discussion about their 
personal identity. 
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differences 
between slang 
and idiomatic 
expressions? In 
which 
situations can 
we use 
slang/idiomatic 
expressions?  

• How 
do ethnic 
groups 
contribute to 
society? What 
is integration? 
 

identity.  
• Discuss the 

role of various 
ethnic groups 
in different 
French-
speaking 
countries, as 
well as their 
own, and what 
they contribute 
to a given 
society (this 
includes a 
historical 
perspective on 
colonization 
and 
contemporary 
immigration).  

• Discuss the 
role of cultural 
identity and 
compare it to 
nationalism and 
patriotism. 

 

April 
 

Personal and 
Public 

7.1.NM.A.1   
7.1.NM.A.2 
7.1.NM.A.3 
7.1.NM.B.1   

• What is a 
stereotype? 
Where do they 
come from? 

• Analyze the 
judgments they and 
other people have 
about other 
nationalities as well 

 
• Role-playing: of a 
family dinner or a 
family game show. 

• World map 
• Teachers created 

online activities: 
• www.Quizlet.com 

• Journal entry on 
the history of 
French-speaking 
America, 
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Identities  
 

 

7.1.NM.C.1   • What does 
“personal 
identity” mean? 

• Do you know 
any French 
slang? Is slang 
the same in all 
the French-
speaking 
cultures? What 
are the 
differences 
between slang 
and idiomatic 
expressions? In 
which situations 
can we use 
slang/idiomatic 
expressions?  

• How do ethnic 
groups 
contribute to 
society? What is 
integration? 
 

as their own.  
• Discuss the role 
of language 
(including slang) 
not just as a means 
of communication, 
but as a cultural 
identity.  
• Discuss the role 
of various ethnic 
groups in different 
French-speaking 
countries, as well 
as their own. 
• Discuss the role 
of cultural 
identity and 
compare it to 
nationalism and 
patriotism 

• Dating game. 
• Recording about their 
families and family 
traditions. 
• Presentation about 
family values or 
famous historical 
families. 
 

 

• Authentic 
materials and 
video/audio clips. 

• Teacher made 
worksheets  

• See below – 
Section IV  

 

wildlife. 
• Listening Quiz 

and Test on 
French-speaking 
countries in 
America. 

 

     May 
 

Personal and 
Public 

Identities  

7.1.NM.A.1   
7.1.NM.A.2 
7.1.NM.A.3 
7.1.NM.B.1   
7.1.NM.C.1   

• What 
is the definition 
of “family”? 

•  What 
does family 

• Describe their 
families and 
others. 

• Discuss 
traditional and 

 
• Role-playing: of a 
family dinner or a 
family game show. 
• Dating game. 

• World map 
• Teachers created 

online activities: 
• www.Quizlet.com 
• Authentic 

• Journal entry on 
the history of 
French-speaking 
America, 
wildlife. 
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represent in 
your religion? 
What is the 
role of religion 
in your family? 

• What 
is considered 
“modern” and 
“traditional” in 
terms of 
family?  

• What 
is the PACS 
(Pacte Civil de 
Solidarité)? 

modern families, 
what constitutes 
a family and 
contrast today's 
family structures 
with those of the 
19th and early 
20th century. 

• Discuss how 
they were raised.  

•  Describe and 
discuss different 
customs and 
ceremonies in 
their cultures and 
others.  
 

 

• Recording about their 
families and family 
traditions. 
• Presentation about 
family values or 
famous historical 
families. 
 

 

materials and 
video/audio clips. 

• Teacher made 
worksheets  

• See below – 
Section IV  

 

• Listening Quiz 
and Test on 
French-speaking 
countries in 
America. 

 

June 
 

Beauty and 
Aesthetics  

 
 

-  • What would be 
your “âge 
d'or”? 

• Do you think 
that models 
represent the 
ideal beauty? 

• What do you 
think of 
patriotism in 
fashion? 

• Do you believe 

• Describe various 
art products 
(film, painting, 
books) and their 
preferences. 

• Discuss the 
various well-
know 
Francophone 
artists, 
musicians, 
actors, etc. 

• Role-play of a 
modern-day fable based 
on Le Corbeau et le 
Renard. 
Debates on aspects of 
art, such as violence in 
movies, censorship, etc 
• Power-Point 

presentations on 
beauty through 
centuries and/or 
beauty throughout 

• World map 
• Teachers created 

online activities: 
• www.Quizlet.com 
• Authentic 

materials and 
video/audio clips. 

• Teacher made 
worksheets  

• See below – 
Section IV  

 

• Journal entry on 
an article read. 

• Speaking test on 
your view of the 
media. 

• Writing tests : 
• Research the 

news on the 
internet and 
compare with the 
news in the U.S. 
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in 
reincarnation? 
What is dèjà-
vu? 

 

• Discuss what 
beauty is 
according to the 
centuries. 

• Discuss what art 
is and its role in 
a society 

different cultures. 
• Reporter on the 

red carpet at the 
Festival of Cannes. 

• Presentations on 
French painting or 
song. 
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Common Rubrics 
 
 
AP® WORLD LANGUAGE AND CULTURE EXAMS 2012 SCORING GUIDELINES 
 
Presentational Writing: Persuasive Essay 
5: STRONG performance in Presentational Writing 
• Effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates a high degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints, with very few minor inaccuracies 
• Integrates content from all three sources in support of the essay 
• Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic with a high degree of clarity; develops a persuasive argument with 
coherence and detail 
• Organized essay; effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax and usage, with few errors 
• Develops paragraph-length discourse with a variety of simple and compound sentences, and some complex sentences 
4: GOOD performance in Presentational Writing 
• Generally effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; may include a few inaccuracies 
• Summarizes, with limited integration, content from all three sources in support of the essay 
• Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic with clarity; develops a persuasive argument with coherence 
• Organized essay; some effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• General control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Develops mostly paragraph-length discourse with simple, compound and a few complex sentences 
3: FAIR performance in Presentational Writing 
• Suitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates a moderate degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; includes some inaccuracies 
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• Summarizes content from at least two sources in support of the essay 
• Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; develops a somewhat persuasive argument with some coherence 
• Some organization; limited use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility 
• Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Some control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Uses strings of mostly simple sentences, with a few compound sentences 
2: WEAK performance in Presentational Writing 
• Unsuitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates a low degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; information may be limited or inaccurate 
• Summarizes content from one or two sources; may not support the essay 
• Presents, or at least suggests, the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; develops an unpersuasive argument somewhat incoherently 
• Limited organization; ineffective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the reader 
• Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Limited control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Uses strings of simple sentences and phrases 
1: POOR performance in Presentational Writing 
• Almost no treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Demonstrates poor comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; includes frequent and significant inaccuracies 
• Mostly repeats statements from sources or may not refer to any sources 
• Minimally suggests the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; argument is undeveloped or incoherent 
• Little or no organization; absence of transitional elements and cohesive devices 
• Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility 
• Very few vocabulary resources 
• Little or no control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Very simple sentences or fragments 
0: UNACCEPTABLE performance in Presentational Writing 
• Mere restatement of language from the prompt 
• Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic 
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• “I don’t know,” “I don’t understand” or equivalent in any language 
• Not in the language of the exam 
- (hyphen): BLANK (no response) 
Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 
5: STRONG performance in Interpersonal Speaking 
• Maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is clearly appropriate within the context of the task 
• Provides required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement and support of opinion) with frequent elaboration 
• Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax and usage, with few errors 
• Mostly consistent use of register appropriate for the conversation 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response comprehensible; errors do not impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) improves comprehensibility 
4: GOOD performance in Interpersonal Speaking 
• Maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is generally appropriate within the context of the task 
• Provides required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement and support of opinion) with some elaboration 
• Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• General control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Generally consistent use of register appropriate for the conversation, except for occasional shifts 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response mostly comprehensible; errors do not impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually improves comprehensibility 
3: FAIR performance in Interpersonal Speaking 
• Maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is somewhat appropriate within the context of the task 
• Provides required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement and support of opinion) 
• Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility 
• Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Some control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Use of register may be inappropriate for the conversation with several shifts 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response generally comprehensible; errors occasionally impede comprehensibility 
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• Clarification or self-correction (if present) sometimes improves comprehensibility 
2: WEAK performance in Interpersonal Speaking 
• Partially maintains the exchange with a series of responses that is minimally appropriate within the context of the task 
• Provides some required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement and support of opinion) 
• Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the listener 
• Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Limited control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Use of register is generally inappropriate for the conversation 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend at times; errors impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually does not improve comprehensibility 
1: POOR performance in Interpersonal Speaking 
• Unsuccessfully attempts to maintain the exchange by providing a series of responses that is inappropriate within the context of the 
task 
• Provides little required information (e.g., responses to questions, statement and support of opinion) 
• Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility 
• Very few vocabulary resources 
• Little or no control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Minimal or no attention to register 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend; errors impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) does not improve comprehensibility 
0: UNACCEPTABLE performance in Interpersonal Speaking 
• Mere restatement of language from the prompts 
• Clearly does not respond to the prompts 
• “I don’t know,” “I don’t understand” or equivalent in any language 
• Not in the language of the exam 
- (hyphen): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) 
 
Presentational Speaking: Cultural Comparison 
5: STRONG performance in Presentational Speaking 
• Effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
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• Clearly compares the student’s own community with the target culture, including supporting details and relevant examples 
• Demonstrates understanding of the target culture, despite a few minor inaccuracies 
• Organized presentation; effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax and usage, with few errors 
• Mostly consistent use of register appropriate for the presentation 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response comprehensible; errors do not impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) improves comprehensibility 
4: GOOD performance in Presentational Speaking 
• Generally effective treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Compares the student’s own community with the target culture, including some supporting details and mostly relevant examples 
• Demonstrates some understanding of the target culture, despite minor inaccuracies 
• Organized presentation; some effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Fully understandable, with some errors which do not impede comprehensibility 
• Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• General control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Generally consistent use of register appropriate for the presentation, except for occasional shifts 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response mostly comprehensible; errors do not impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually improves comprehensibility 
3: FAIR performance in Presentational Speaking 
• Suitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Compares the student’s own community with the target culture, including a few supporting details and examples 
• Demonstrates a basic understanding of the target culture, despite inaccuracies 
• Some organization; limited use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility 
• Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Some control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Use of register may be inappropriate for the presentation with several shifts 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response generally comprehensible; errors occasionally impede comprehensibility 
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• Clarification or self-correction (if present) sometimes improves comprehensibility 
2: WEAK performance in Presentational Speaking 
• Unsuitable treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Presents information about the student’s own community and the target culture, but may not compare them; consists mostly of 
statements with no development 
• Demonstrates a limited understanding of the target culture; may include several inaccuracies 
• Limited organization; ineffective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices 
• Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the listener 
• Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language 
• Limited control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Use of register is generally inappropriate for the presentation 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend at times; errors impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) usually does not improve comprehensibility 
1: POOR performance in Presentational Speaking 
• Almost no treatment of topic within the context of the task 
• Presents information only about the student’s own community or only about the target culture, and may not include examples 
• Demonstrates minimal understanding of the target culture; generally inaccurate 
• Little or no organization; absence of transitional elements and cohesive devices 
• Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility 
• Very few vocabulary resources 
• Little or no control of grammar, syntax and usage 
• Minimal or no attention to register 
• Pronunciation, intonation and pacing make the response difficult to comprehend; errors impede comprehensibility 
• Clarification or self-correction (if present) does not improve comprehensibility 
0: UNACCEPTABLE performance in Presentational Speaking 
• Mere restatement of language from the prompt 
• Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic 
• “I don’t know,” “I don’t understand” or equivalent in any language 
• Not in the language of the exam 
- (hyphen): BLANK (no response although recording equipment is functioning) 
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SECTION III   
 

NJ Core Content Curriculum Standards 
 
Novice-Mid 
 
Interpretive 
 
7.1.NM.A.1 Recognize familiar spoken or written words and phrases contained in culturally authentic materials using electronic 

information sources related to targeted themes. 
7.1.NM.A.2 Demonstrate comprehension of simple, oral and written directions, commands, and requests through appropriate 

physical response. 
7.1.NM.A.3 Recognize a few common gestures and cultural practices associated with the target culture(s).  
7.1.NM.A.4 Identify familiar people, places, and objects based on simple oral and/or written descriptions. 
7.1.NM.A.5 
 

Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral and written messages using age- and level-appropriate, culturally authentic 
materials on familiar topics. 

 
Interpersonal 
 
7.1.NM.B.1 Use digital tools to exchange basic information at the word and memorized-phrase level related to self 

and targeted themes.  
7.1.NM.B.2 Give and follow simple oral and written directions, commands, and requests when participating in 

age-appropriate classroom and cultural activities. 
7.1.NM.B.3 Imitate appropriate gestures and intonation of the target culture(s)/language during greetings, leave-

takings, and daily interactions. 
7.1.NM.B.4 Ask and respond to simple questions, make requests, and express preferences using memorized words 

and phrases. 
7.1.NM.B.5 Exchange information using words, phrases, and short sentences practiced in class on familiar topics 

or on topics studied in other content areas.   
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Presentational 
 
7.1.NM.C.1 Use basic information at the word and memorized-phrase level to create a multimedia-rich 

presentation on targeted themes to be shared virtually with a target language audience.  
7.1.NM.C.2 Imitate, recite, and/or dramatize simple poetry, rhymes, songs, and skits. 
7.1.NM.C.3 Copy/write words, phrases, or simple guided texts on familiar topics.  
7.1.NM.C.4 Present information from age- and level-appropriate, culturally authentic materials orally or in 

writing.   
7.1.NM.C.5 Name and label tangible cultural products and imitate cultural practices from the target culture(s). 
 
Novice-High 
 
Interpretive 
 
7.1.NH.A.1 Recognize familiar words and phrases, understand the main idea, and infer the meaning of some 

highly contextualized, unfamiliar spoken or written words contained in culturally authentic materials 
using electronic information sources related to targeted themes. 

7.1.NH.A.2 Demonstrate comprehension of a series of oral and written directions, commands, and requests 
through appropriate physical response. 

7.1.NH.A.3 Recognize some common gestures and cultural practices associated with target culture(s).    
7.1.NH.A.4 Identify people, places, objects, and activities in daily life based on oral or written descriptions.  
7.1.NH.A.5 Demonstrate comprehension of short conversations and brief written messages on familiar topics.       
7.1.NH.A.6 Identify the main idea and other significant ideas in readings from age- and level-appropriate, 

culturally authentic materials.   
 
Interpersonal 
 
7.1.NH.B.1 Use digital tools to exchange basic information by recombining memorized words, phrases, and 
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sentences on topics related to self and targeted themes.    
7.1.NH.B.2 Give and follow a series of oral and written directions, commands, and requests for participating in 

age- and level- appropriate classroom and cultural activities. 
7.1.NH.B.3 Imitate appropriate gestures, intonation, and common idiomatic expressions of the target 

culture(s)/language during daily interactions. 
7.1.NH.B.4 Ask and respond to questions, make requests, and express preferences in various social situations. 
7.1.NH.B.5 Converse on a variety of familiar topics and/or topics studied in other content areas. 
 
Presentational 
 
7.1.NH.C.1 Recombine basic information at the word and sentence level related to self and targeted themes to 

create a multimedia-rich presentation to be shared virtually with a target language audience.  
7.1.NH.C.2 Create and present brief messages, poems, rhymes, songs, short plays, or role-plays using familiar 

vocabulary orally or in writing. 
7.1.NH.C.3 Describe in writing people and things from the home and school environment.   
7.1.NH.C.4 Tell or retell stories from age- and level-appropriate, culturally authentic materials orally or in 

writing.   
7.1.NH.C.5 Tell or write about cultural products associated with the target culture(s), and simulate common 

cultural practices.   
 
 
 
Intermediate-Low 
 
Interpretive 
 
7.1.NH.A.1 Recognize familiar words and phrases, understand the main idea, and infer the meaning of some 

highly contextualized, unfamiliar spoken or written words contained in culturally authentic materials 
using electronic information sources related to targeted themes. 

7.1.NH.A.2 Demonstrate comprehension of a series of oral and written directions, commands, and requests 
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through appropriate physical response. 
7.1.NH.A.3 Recognize some common gestures and cultural practices associated with target culture(s).    
7.1.NH.A.4 Identify people, places, objects, and activities in daily life based on oral or written descriptions.  
7.1.NH.A.5 Demonstrate comprehension of short conversations and brief written messages on familiar topics.       
7.1.NH.A.6 Identify the main idea and other significant ideas in readings from age- and level-appropriate, 

culturally authentic materials.   
 
Interpersonal 
 
7.1.IL.B.1 Use digital tools to participate in short conversations and to exchange information related to targeted 

themes.  
7.1.IL.B.2 Give and follow a series of oral and written directions, commands, and requests for participating in 

age- and level-appropriate classroom and cultural activities. 
7.1.IL.B.3 Use appropriate gestures, intonation, and common idiomatic expressions of the target 

culture(s)/language in familiar situations. 
7.1.IL.B.4 Ask and respond to factual and interpretive questions of a personal nature or on school-related topics. 
7.1.IL.B.5 Engage in short conversations about personal experiences or events and/or topics studied in other 

content areas.   
 
 
Presentational 
 
7.1.IL.C.1 Use knowledge about cultural products and cultural practices to create a multimedia-rich presentation 

on targeted themes to be shared virtually with a target language audience.  
7.1.IL.C.2 Present student-created and/or authentic short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or reports. 
7.1.IL.C.3 Use language creatively to respond in writing to a variety of oral or visual prompts. 
7.1.IL.C.4 Compare and contrast age- and level-appropriate culturally authentic materials orally and in writing.   
7.1.IL.C.5 Compare and contrast cultural products and cultural practices associated with the target culture(s) and 

one’s own culture, orally, in writing, or through simulation.   
7.1.IL.C.6 Summarize requirements for professions/careers that require proficiency in a language other than 
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English based on exploration of the 16 Career Clusters.   

 
 
Intermediate-Mid 
 
Interpretive 
 
7.1.IM.A.1 Compare and contrast information contained in culturally authentic materials using electronic 

information sources related to targeted themes. 
7.1.IM.A.2 Demonstrate comprehension of oral and written instructions connected to daily activities and to some 

unfamiliar situations through appropriate responses. 
7.1.IM.A.3 Analyze the use of verbal and non-verbal etiquette (i.e., gestures, intonation, and cultural practices) in 

the target culture(s) to determine the meaning of a message.   
7.1.IM.A.4 Use target language to paraphrase what is heard or read in oral or written descriptions of people, 

places, objects, and daily activities.  
7.1.IM.A.5 Comprehend conversations and written information on a variety of familiar and some unfamiliar 

topics.   
7.1.IM.A.6 Compare and contrast the main idea, theme, main characters, and setting in readings from age- and 

level-appropriate, culturally authentic materials.   
7.1.IM.A.7 Infer the meaning of some unfamiliar words in some new contexts.   
7.1.IM.A.8 Use knowledge of structures of the target language to deduce meaning of new and unfamiliar 

structures.   
 
Interpersonal 
 
7.1.IM.B.1 Use digital tools to participate in short conversations and to exchange information related to a variety 

of familiar topics and some unfamiliar topics.    
7.1.IM.B.2 Give and follow a series of oral and written directions, commands, and requests for participating in 

age- and level-appropriate classroom and cultural activities in familiar and some unfamiliar situations. 
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7.1.IM.B.3 Use appropriate gestures, intonation, and common idiomatic expressions of the target 

culture(s)/language in familiar and some unfamiliar situations. 
7.1.IM.B.4 Ask and respond to factual and interpretive questions of a personal nature, on school-related topics, 

and on some unfamiliar topics and situations. 
7.1.IM.B.5 Engage in short conversations about personal experiences or events, topics studied in other content 

areas, and some unfamiliar topics and situations.   
 
 
Presentational 
  
7.1.IM.C.1 Synthesize information related to the cultural products, cultural practices, and cultural perspectives 

associated with targeted culture(s) to create a multimedia-rich presentation on targeted themes to be 
shared virtually with a target language audience.  

7.1.IM.C.2 Dramatize student-created and/or authentic short plays, skits, poems, songs, stories, or reports. 
7.1.IM.C.3 Use language creatively to respond in writing to a variety of oral or visual prompts about familiar and 

some unfamiliar situations.   
7.1.IM.C.4 Synthesize information found in age- and level-appropriate culturally authentic materials.   
7.1.IM.C.5 Compare the cultural perspectives of the target culture(s) with those of one’s own culture, as 

evidenced through the cultural products and cultural practices associated with each.  
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                  SECTION IV 

                                            Resources and supplementary materials 
 
Course Materials  
 
Primary textbooks: 

− Ladd, Richard. AP French: Preparing for the Language and Culture Examination. 2012. 
− Ladd, Richard. Allons au-delà1: La langue et les cultures du monde francophone. 2012. 
− Sturges, Hales, Linda Cregg Nielsen, and Henry Herbst.  Une Fois Pour Toutes.  Longman. Second Edition : 2004 

 
Supplementary texts and resources: 

− Carlut, Charles, French for Oral and Written Review, Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 
− Luce, Louise Fiber.  Littérature en Contexte – Le Monde Francophone.  Holt, Rinehart, and Winston.  1995.  
− Radio France International exercices en français facile ( www.rfi.fr/lffr/statistiques/journeauxFrançaisFacile.asp) 
− French newspaper Internet sites 
− Crocker, Mary E. Coffman.  Schaum’s Outlines French Vocabulary.  McGraw-Hill. 1998. 
− White, Renée.  En d’Autres Termes.  Wayside Publishing, Second Edition : 1995. 
− TV5 news program: Le Journal and Sept jours sur la Planète.  
− French podcasts sites: http://www.dailyfrenchpod.com, http://onetinginafrenchday.podbean.com/about/  
− Authentic songs from Francophone artists from TV5 and Le plaisir d'apprendre website with their Fiches pédagogiques. 
− Lynch, Véronique, Drawing Conversations in French, Manual for Advanced Conversation, V&B Publications.  
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